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LATIN AMERICA AMATEUR
CHAMPIONSHIP 2017

DATE: January 12th - 15th, 2017
VENUE: Club de Golf de Panama, Panama City, Panama

For more information about the tournament, visit: www.laacgolf.com

Curtis Luck wins the 2016 Asia-Pacific
Amateur Championship in South Korea

Australia’s Curtis Luck won the eighth Asia-Pacific Amateur Championship (AAC), held
at Jack Nicklaus Golf Club in Incheon, South Korea. Luck, who had already earned
places in the 2017 Masters Tournament, the 2017 U.S. Open at Erin Hills and The 146th
Open at Royal Birkdale next year after winning the U.S. Amateur in August, carded a
bogey-free 67 on Sunday to complete a seven-stroke comeback and secure a one-shot
victory over compatriot Brett Coletta, who earned a place in The Open Qualifying Series.

“I’ve had an amazing year and this has topped it off,” said Luck, who was part of the
Australia team that won the World Amateur Team Championships in Mexico two weeks
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earlier. “I came here to try my best and win, but I wasn’t expecting to be standing here
with the trophy at the end of the week. I’ve had a pretty good year and a couple of big
wins in the past couple of months.”

For 2017, the championship moves to Royal Wellington Golf Club in New Zealand from
October 26-29, and will feature the best amateur players from the 40 member
organisations of the Asia-Pacific Golf Confederation (APGC).

The Asia-Pacific Amateur Championship, which was first played in 2009, undoubtedly
inspired the idea of building something similar in Latin America. The AAC has become
one of the world’s most prestigious amateur championships. The back-to-back victories
of future PGA TOUR star Hideki Matsuyama, as well as the success of 14-year-old Guan
Tianlang, had a huge impact in the golf world. That is why the Masters Tournament, The
R&A and the United States Golf Association (USGA) joined forces to create the Latin
America Amateur Championship (LAAC) and help the region boost the development of
the game.

This championship grants the winner a place in the Masters Tournament, as well as full
exemptions into The Amateur Championship, the U.S. Amateur Championship and any
other USGA amateur championship for which he is eligible. In addition, the winner and
the runner(s)-up earn a place in The Open Qualifying Series and in sectional qualifying
for the U.S. Open Championship. These opportunities have been enjoyed by LAAC
champions Matias Dominguez (2015), of Chile, and Paul Chaplet (2016), of Costa Rica,
and runners-up Alejandro Tosti (2015), of Argentina, and Jorge Garcia (2016), of
Venezuela. They, too, have made their mark on the game, and it is hoped that they will
become stars who experience continued success in the sport.

The LAAC has developed quickly into a key event for the region and now more young
people from South America, Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean want to become
the next heroes. Their drive to be the best will be on display at the third edition of the
Latin America Amateur Championship, which will take place from January 12-15, 2017,
at Club de Golf de Panama.

To Download the Latin America Amateur Championship 2017 logos, click these links:
LAAC Logo Vertical
LAAC Logo Horizontal

Follow us on:
Web: www.laacgolf.com
Twiiter: @QLAAC Golf

Instagram: Instagram
Facebook - facebook.com/LAACqolf

About the Masters Tournament
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Inspired by its founders, Bobby Jones and Clifford Roberts, the Masters Tournament has
embraced its obligation and seized opportunities to promote the game since the
Tournament’s inception in 1934. The efforts of the Masters on behalf of the game of golf
are aimed to preserve its integrity, celebrate sportsmanship, applaud champions,
positively affect people in need through philanthropy, and give all that is possible back to
the game. The Masters is focused on providing stewardship for the game, especially for
amateur players and youth around the world.

For more information, visit www.masters.com.

About The R&A

Based in St Andrews, The R&A organizes The Open, major amateur events and
international matches. Together with the United States Golf Association, The R&A
governs the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur
Status, Equipment Standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings. The R&A"s working
jurisdiction is global, excluding the United States and Mexico.

The R&A is committed to working for golf and supports the growth of the game
internationally and the development and management of sustainable golf facilities. The
R&A operates with the consent of 152 organizations from the amateur and professional
game and on behalf of over thirty million golfers in 138 countries.

For more information, visit www.randa.org.

About the USGA

The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open and U.S. Senior Open, as well
as 10 national amateur championships, two state team championships and international
matches, attracting players and fans from more than 160 countries. Together with The
R&A, the USGA governs the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf,
Rules of Amateur Status, equipment standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings. The
USGA's reach is global with a working jurisdiction in the United States, its territories
and Mexico, serving more than 25 million golfers and actively engaging 150 golf
associations.

The USGA is one of the world"s foremost authorities on research, development and
support of sustainable golf course management practices. It serves as a primary steward
for the game’s history and invests in the development of the game through the delivery of
its services and its ongoing "For the Good of the Game" grants program. Additionally,
the USGA’s Course Rating and Handicap systems are used on six continents in more than
50 countries.

For more information about the USGA, visit www.usga.org.
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Curtis Luck wins the 2016 Asia-Pacific Amateur Championship

GolfMagazine Media Group (Latin

America PR for LAAC)

media@gmmag.com.ar

Diego Blejer
M: +54911 40467304
diegoblejer@gmmag.com.ar

Federico Diner
M: +54911 40286376
federicodiner@gmmg.com.ar

Juan Pablo Alvarez
M: +54911 40463824

Christina Lance, Manager, Championship jpalvarez@gmmg.com.ar

Communications
+1 (908) 963-1691
CLance@USGA.org

Juan Manuel Fernandez
M: +54911 41991670
juanfernandez@gmmg.com.ar

Marcos Virasoro
M: +54911 58761737
marcosvirasoro@agmail.com

4|Page


tel:%2B1%20%28706%29%20832-1352
mailto:spethun@augustanational.com
tel:%2B44%280%29%207584%20071246
mailto:MikeWoodcock@randa.org
tel:%2B1%20%28908%29%20963-1691
mailto:CLance@USGA.org
mailto:media@gmmg.com.ar
mailto:diegoblejer@gmmg.com.ar
mailto:federicodiner@gmmg.com.ar
mailto:jpalvarez@gmmg.com.ar
mailto:juanfernandez@gmmg.com.ar
mailto:marcosvirasoro@gmail.com
http://prensa.gmmg.com.ar/fotosv/4029819IMG_4828_crop.jpg

